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vmrrrEif for the scsdks bepubucx
FIvb hunflred founfillnt tabes nro In the

dty to-d- ar that trill never taiotr the taint
of thlr birth, that 'will rrow ua bellcvlnB
thtnuelves born of their adopted parents

To this work Is directed the enersies of
freral large charities. The result prom-jf- a

that this factor of the jopulatlon
'

ffl be no dltcredlt to the community, bnt
wH contrtbnU 1U share of cool m'n and
woaan.

The coir tnatttntlon.ef tht kind In the
ttx vUeh has' bees lo existence for mora
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than one generation Is St. Ann's Asylum, aty

Tenth and O'FUlon stroetsi.
For fifty years the Infant, fathertsss and

motherless has found lovlnp car at the
hands of the sisters of this asylum.

Thousands have been nursed there. Thou-
sands have been adopted from there and
grown to maturity.

"What has become of them, you "ask?"
said one of the sisters last week.

"They have gone forth Into vry walk
of life. Some that I know are lawyers.
some doctors and others prominent In com-
mercial life.
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CHAWITS HOMES F0 THE

SUNDAY.

FODHBUNC BABIES OF S

Of the airls. many have developed Into
dutiful mothers and lived most eiamplary
Christian lives.

"But the secret of their Identity we alone
know, and It Is a secret guarded by us con-
tinually. From the Instant of adoption,
when we allow them to enter a family, the
necessity that tho secret of their birth be
kept from them forever. Is Impressed upon
the parents by adoption.

"If this be done the child Is under no
ban. The noble and rellclous Instincts,
their fullest menial abilities and. their moral
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sense can be cultivated to the utmost. But
If the knowledge of the circumstances of
their birth come to them, especially at a
time when their character Is not fulr
formed, that may mean a moral collapse."
INFANTS ADOPTED BY
WEIJMEANING 3IEN AND WOMEN.

Such Is the belief of all who come In
contact with foundlings, who watch "over
them and And them homes.

The conclusion seems to be that ruoral
degeneracy by heredity Is only ncsslblo
when the child awakens to a conacloransss
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of Its condition, when thechlld krpwathe
crime cf tho parent and feels by that 'crime
condemned.

The knowledge withheld and the same
child would show the fruit of a rational
upbringing

The pc'ilhlllty of thus giving each unfor-
tunate little one, which by the accident of
Its birth Is so unauplcIouly launched. Its
full opportunity In life. Is proven by the fact
that the demand by honest and

persons for babies to adopt is greater
than the supply.
Fi eery child In good health In the

various Institutions of the city, there comes
an applicant who U only too glad to glvo
it tho attention of a mother.

If the babe be blighted at birth by -

chronic disease, or ft ph steal degeneracy of
am kind, thn Its earthly life Is uno to be
pitied. Many of theso ejy unfortunate
ones live ard die within the conflnes of
charitable Institutions

The principal St. Louis hospitals and asj-Ij-

Th!ch pnter Into tl.ls work are tha
St. Louis Female Hospital, Jhe Bethesda
Foundlings' Home, tho Hebeckah Borne, the
Jlot'iers aid Eabits Home. St. Ann's Asy-
lum, the Home for Convalescent Women,
the Rescue Home and the various orphan
a lums.

Nearly all of these institutions operate n
maternity ward. Probably St. Ann's and
the Female Hospital do more work of this
Kind tlrui an) of the others.

Many poor women aall themselves of the
medical attention and cars to ba had at
the fatcrnitj hospitals

Three hundred babies were born in the
Female Hospital last jear. To this public
institution go the roost unfortunate cases.
HOMnLESS MOTHERS WHO
APPLY FOR SHELTER.

The moth'rs are either found by the po-
lice or arply for a shelter. The circum-
stances under whlc'i these three hundred
babies enter life would Indicate that little
future could etlst for them, but this Is not
the fact.

The city officials placed In charge of the
Female Hospital are physicians In a moral
as well as a professional sense.

As one of these doctors said:
' The medical phases gf tho cases are

usually tlmple compared with other purely
human problems that arise. The mothers
often seem to show a distinct revulsion for
the children. They seem to feel that the
child Is a Ihlnc accuser.

"We are In clo relation with the church-
es of course, and the charitable institu-
tions, and the representatives of both of
these work among the mothers, trjlog to
rouse In thsm the maternal instinct and the
moral obligation to properly care for tho
babies.

"As ph slclans we do our utmost to assist
in this, and frequently succeed."

Very many, however, of the. mothers. o
act toward their offspring, that it is deemed
necessary to separate them. Thus tha Fe
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male Hospital adds to the numbcr-o- f

whom the mothers willfully desert.
An affecting instance of this kind occurred
only a short time ago- - , "i

A Polish girl, about IS years
old, entered the hospital. She had been In
this country only a short time and could
not speak the language.

She became the mother of a beautiful girl
baby. In perfect health. Her conduct
toward the child roused the suspicions of
the doctor") In charge. It seemed, that she
was to starve her child to
death.

A Polish priest was summoned who visited
tho girl, and her closelj. Tho
young mother broke down, and
confes!d that she planned the
of the babj. and that her Arm purpose was.
as soon as relea-e- from the hospital, to
throw tho child Into the river.
CHILD WAS TAKEN
FROM ITS PARENT.

The baby was taken from its parent, and a
few dajs ago was adopted by a childless
couple of means.

The ph slclans say that the Infant prom-
ised well, and gave every Indication of

a strong vitality and good mental
qualities.

The children are kept two or three weeks
at the Female Hospital. Then, if without
home, the) are sent to one of the private

Man) are adopted direct from tho hos-
pital.

Couples go thither and under-
take the adoption of the diminutive pa-
tients. In numerous Instances, the mothers,
though wives, already have a large family,
and are too poor to raloe another child
propcrl). Often such babies as these go to
parents by adoption.

Tho'c wishing to obtain a child, must first
securo letters vouching for their character
from a ph)slcian and priest or minister. If
these guarantee that the Is a fit
person to undertake the rearing of a child,
then one Is given them.

A single lusty baby as & rule is sufBclent
to conquer, even terrify, an ordinary man.
It Is a way they have, these
blli of

They look very In their crib.
You approach to play with them. They
screech. You fly. Mother, only, is the.
pot-- nt personage under the

Imagine sixty babies, all In one room, all
lusty, about "bottle" time, which
means meal time.

That is what greets the masculine visitor
to tho foundling ward of th Bethesda
Home.

At the Bethesda are honied a Urn per-
centage of the found during the
year In the city.

It Is the largest Protestant asylum of the
kind In St. Louis. St. Ann's Is the largest
Catholic

In the bom at one time are between

PRICE, FIVE CENTS.
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found-
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completely

destruction

Institution".

frequently,

applicant

mnlnltesimal
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sixty and one hundred of the babIes,Taryln
In age between one day and three yean.

Within the experience of ilia. Bogtg
Hayne, who has been a leader In the man
agement of the Bethesda work,wa pensai-ne- nt

abode has been found for tha little orM..
before any became older than 3 years,
FED TJFON MICK AND r '
PREPARED rdODS.

Though fed from infancy upon cow's milk
and prepared foods., they seem as healthy
as other children, ard as happy.

Tha absence of care 'would
seem to cause sorrow. The only sign or in-

dication that they are conscious of a lack.
Is to bestow ell their affections upon those
who are with them the nurses.

It Is women, to whom these Infants seem
drawn. But If they have the where to
place their affections, they seem to like' life
very well, on the whole. At "bottle" time,
they become vociferous, and, twist up their
faces, in a most extraordlnary'monner; but
the common observation on the point-i- s

that such traits are common' to babies of
whatever description.

Wheeled aloigIn one big crib, down the
corridor screaming to the "dlnlrg-room,- "

they at once subside when once they get
the bottle to the Up.

Fed, they come back qult as mice. In-

clined rather to sleep.
Tho room of sixty babies contains sixty

In the baby category eich of which, exter-ml- ly

at least. scms to be quite the counter-
part of any baby.

The one reclines on Its pillow and looks
up at ou with bl. wide, curious e)es,
solemn as an owl. Another smiles most en-

gagingly, and pcfct--. ui . oaiiv little hand
In a wild attempt t get jour at pin. A
third Is occupied In an effort to swallow
its feet.

All of which goes to show that babies are
babie, "whatever betldeV

The Bethesda Home has been in existence
fifteen years. Mrs. Hayne, speaking of the
children cared for in that time, was opti-
mistic of their future.

"They exhibit." said she, "the same dif-
ferences of mental ability that other chil-
dren do. Many are very bright.

"Such of these as have found homes, nnd
of whom I am now cognizant, are leaders
la their classes at school, and give every
indication of leading moral and successful
lives.

"In giving the children out for adoption.
we are very careful. Wo try to place the
right child among the right surroundings,
such as will augur best for It,

"I am glad to viy that the malorlty of
couples who adopt, do so sincerely.

"We allow them to tako a child for a
month or so to declt's whether they wish to
undertake Its care through life. Very sel-

dom are any returned." '

wishing to adopt a child must first secure
PERSONSI vouching for their character from a physi

cian and priest or minister. If these guarantee that
the applicant is a fit person to undertake the rear-in- g

of a child, then one is given them. The princi
pal St. Louis hospitals and asylums which care for
infants are the St. Louis Female Hospital, the Bethesda
Foundlings' Home, the Rebekah Home, the Mothers and
Babies' Home, St. Ann's Asylum, the Home for Con
valescent Women, the Rescue Home and the various
orphan asylums.
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